
Artist Research Project (~80 pts) 
INTRODUCTION to Art History, Criticism, and Aesthetics 

Standard: Research and analyze the work of an artist and write about the artist’s distinctive style and its contribution to 

the meaning of the work. (CA. VAPA. 1.3) 

Step 1 Form a group of four and determine who in your group will serve each position. 

 

____________________Secretary: The Secretary will be in charge of coordinating all group papers, research material, sketches, and the project 

outline.  The Secretary will have to be a student who is reliable, on time, and does not miss class often.  The Secretary should be comfortable with 

Google Drive because they may need to help support their team. 

 

_____________________Group Leader: The Group Leader is in charge of making sure all group members are working on their specific tasks and not 

wasting time. A Group Leader should be someone who gets along with all other group members and can solve any group conflicts that might happen.  

The Group Leader will be the main person that represents the group when asking questions of the teacher. 

 

_____________________Professor: The Professor is the head researcher for the group. You are to make sure all students are doing their own 

research, and to make sure that group members are answering each of the research questions.   

 

____________________Chief Aesthetics Designer: The Chief Aesthetics Designer (CAD) is in charge of the finished presentation design and 

artwork presentation.  Since aesthetics means taste, the Chief Aesthetics Designer will make sure the final presentation is created and assembled with 

appropriate colors, a good layout, easy readability and interesting design.  The CAD must make sure each their presentation is informational, interesting, 

and neat. 

Step 2 Discuss with your group members who wants to do which job. 

 If everyone wants to do different jobs, great! Move on to step 3. 

 If there are two or more people who want to do the same job: 

1. Have each person interested in the job share reasons why they think they would be the best at that job. 

2. Be respectful and let each group members share their reasons. 

3. Discuss the job and try to decide who should do the job. 

4. If the group still cannot come to an agreement, vote on each candidate, and the group member with the most votes takes that job. 

Step 3 Have the Secretary write down on a loose-leaf sheet of paper the name of each group member and their period and job. 

Example:   Mick Martin       Chief Aesthetics Designer 

Step 4 Each group will discuss and choose an artist/genre to research. 

The Group Leader will lead the discussion and allow all group members to share which artist they would like to research and why.  Keep in mind that a 

part of this project will be to create an art sample in the style of your chosen artist. Once every group member has had an opportunity to share their 

opinions, the Group Leader will call for a vote. Each group member votes on one artist; the artist with the most votes will be that group’s choice.  Have 

a second choice ready in case too many groups have the same first choice. 

Artist/Movements to choose from:  

# Artist/Movement – Tutorials Linked Where Possible 

1 Shepard Ferry – Street Art 

2 Francis Bacon – Expressionism 

3 Bridget Riley – Op Art 

4 Henri Matisse – Fauvism 

5 Georges Seurat – Neo-Impressionism 

6 Pablo Picasso - Cubism 

7 Salvadore Dali – Surrealism 

8 Other: Suggest to Mr. Levin 

___________________________________ 

http://www.webdesign.org/photoshop/photo-editing/free-manipulation-style.15172.html
http://www.scribd.com/doc/2835172/Lesson-2-Photoshop-presentation-liquefy
http://www.computerarts.co.uk/tutorials/instant-op-art
http://ronroman.com/teachingportfolio/uncategorized/photoshop-henri-matisse-effect-tutorial-2/
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/41944135/H_Seurat.PNG
http://www.photoshopsupport.com/tutorials/or/cubism.html
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/41944135/Caplin/Tutorial%20artwork/Chapter%207/7_10_Dali%20Tutorial%20Low%20Res%20copy.pdf


 

Step 5 

Create the 

Google Doc 

Once you have chosen an artist, the teacher will confirm your artist choice with 

each group. 

Secretary – Create a Google DOCUMENT and share it with all group members 

Title: Include your Team Name and your Chosen Artist/Genre 

Include all Team Member names at the top of the document 

Share the document with Jlevin@locke1.com and all of your team members. 

 

Step 6 

Shared 

Paragraph 

Introduce 

Genre and 

Background 

Information 

Using the Google Doc answer the following questions.   Make sure to include a list 

of any sources that you use, as we will create an MLA Works Cited (Bibliography) 

at the end of the project. 

You may start at http://www.theartstory.org/section_artists.htm or use google, but make sure 

to check the validity of your sources. 

 

Secretary: What was the time period and countries/regions your art genre was 

prevalent?  What was going on in history at that time? 

Group Leader: What are the key elements that define your genre? 

Professor: Who were some of the well-known artists of your Genre? 

C.A.D.: Create a sentence connecting your chosen artists as a member of the 

genre (to help transition to the next paragraph) 

                      Ex. Andy Warhol through his screen prints of Marilyn Monroe and Campbell’s 

soup cans rose to fame through his contributions to the Pop Art movement. 

(TheArtStory.org) 

 

 

Step 7 

-Shared 

Paragraph 

1 

Each role assigns the group member to answer specific research questions about 

the artist.  

Each group member must research their artist and answers their assigned question. 

Secretary: When was the artist born? When did they die? 

Group Leader: Where was the artist born? Where did they die? 

Professor: Where did the artist go to school? 

C.A.D.: What type of art did they make? (painting, drawing, sculpture, 

architecture) 

Group Leader:  Take all the answers from above and use them to create a cohesive 

paragraph. 

 

Step 8 

Using Google 

Documents 

Secretary: Using the GOOGLE DOC for your team to write down the answers to each of 

the above questions in Step 7. Make an biography paragraph with this information. (All 

information must be in complete sentences, spelled correctly, and written clearly for all people to 

read.) 

Sources must be cited using MLA formatting.  Use easybib.com if desired.   

Wikipedia is a REFERENCE, not a SOURCE  (Use it to confirm your sources and find additional 

resources)  For now, you can just maintain a list of all the links that you have used. 

Step 9 - Each group member chooses one additional question to answer from the list 

mailto:Jlevin@locke1.com
http://www.theartstory.org/section_artists.htm


Shared 

Paragraph 

2 

below: 

 Where did the artist travel to? 

 Who (or what) inspires this artist? 

 Who was the artist married to? 

 How many brothers and sisters did they have? 

 Did the artist have any children? What were their names? 

 Who are their favorite artists? 

 Did they have another job other than being an artist? 

 What are their hobbies or interests? 

 How old were they when they started making art? 

 What do you find interesting about this artist? 

 What style is the artist famous for? 

 What else is the artist famous for?  

  What happened to the artist’s artwork when they died? 

 (make up your own question) 

Step 10 

 

Professor: Write down the answers to each of the above questions in Step 9. Make a 

second biography paragraph with this information. (All information must be in complete 

sentences, spelled correctly, and written clearly for all people to read.) 

CAD: Go through the document and set up the formatting 

Step 11 Each group member finds ONE artwork by the artist (each artwork must be a different 

from the other group members)  

Step 12 

Wordpress 

Post 

Each group member writes the credit line for their chosen artwork (Create a New 

Post for this {HCritique} ) Follow this format for your credit line. Include ALL information. 

Name of the artist (Nationality) Year born – Year died 

Title of Artwork, Year made 

Medium, Size 

Who owns it (if you can find it out) 

Step 13 

Art 

Critique 

Group members will write ONE paragraph of art criticism about their chosen 

artwork.  (Each paragraph will be between 6 and 8 sentences in length and in complete sentences) 

 Students must do the following step of art criticism and post it underneath the image 

and credit line to their individual Wordpress blogs. 

 Students are to write their art criticism paragraph about the artist’s ORIGINAL 

artwork. 

 

Describe the work of art you selected 

Analyze the work of art you selected - using shape, color, texture 

Interpret the work of art you selected - What do you think it is about?  

Judge the work of art you selected 

(Link to Google Form for Art Critique)  

Step 14 

 

Google 

Document 

Secretary: Collect each group member’s art criticism paragraph.  Copy and Paste them into 

a single Google Document along with your research.  Include the images if possible (Include 

your source in your Works Cited) 

 



 

Step 15 

Photoshop 

Tutorial 

Each group member works through the corresponding Photoshop tutorial, then 

recreates the process with their own interpretations and ideas. 

--Post the Tutorial artwork to their individual Wordpress {H# - Tutorial} with a 

brief caption describing the PROCESS for creating the image. 

--Recreate the tutorial with your own twist and ideas.  (Post this as well – {H# - 

Interpretation} 

--Your Own interpretation will be turned in as part of your final presentation. 

After finishing the tutorials:  Swap with your partners and provide a blurb (like on the 

back of a book) about their work. 

Green: Describe the work of art you just sketched (Must be in complete sentences) 

Orange: Analyze the work of art you just sketched - using shape, color, texture 

Silver: Interpret the work of art you just sketched - What do you think it is about? 

(Must be in complete sentences) 

Blue: Judge the work of art you just sketched (Must be in complete sentences) 

 

Step 16 

 

Google 

Present-

ations 

Or Prezi 

Or surprise 

me 

CAD: Lead the group in assembling all of the information into a neat, colorful, and 

informational digital presentation using Google Presentations or Prezi (or other choices if 

cleared with Mr. Levin).  

Presentation/Project check list: 

 2 (Two) biography paragraphs (step 8 and step 10) (One Slide Each, include images of the 

artist if possible) 

 4 (Four) Images, Credit Lines, and Critiques for the artist’s original artwork (One slide 

each) 

 1 (One) Image of the tutorial with a brief explanation of the Photoshop Process. 

 4 (Four) Photoshop samples in the style of your chosen artist with a blurb/quote from 

a group member on each. 

 CONCLUSION: AS A GROUP ANSWER THE QUESTIONS: 

o How did your artist change or influence art history?  What do you think art 

would have been like had he never existed? What are you overall opinions of 

your artist and why? 

 Include a   

  M 

   citing all of your sources used in MLA Style. 

 

Share the presentation with jlevin@locke1.com 

Step 17 

 

Screen-

Cast 

 Group Leader: Rehearse your presentation and create a Screen-Cast at screencast-

o-matic.com and upload your presentation to YouTube. Time Limit – 7 minutes 

 Professor: Make sure your group is summarizing the most important details, not 

rereading the paragraphs.  Normally the slideshow would be mostly for bullet points, 

but you are more guiding your audience through an overview, so that they can dive 

deeper into your research if they desire. 

 Usename: locke1art 

 Password: greendot 



Note:  If you are unable do the screencast, you must schedule a time to record with Mr. Levin 

after school to present in front of a camera as a group. 

Step 18 

 

Publish 

 Create a new post {HFinal - Art Research Project) 

 Embed your YouTube video into your post. 

 Provide a reflection (1 paragraph) about your experience in this project.  

What did you learn?  What did you enjoy?  What was challenging?  What 

would you do differently in the future? 

 

 

Presentation/Project check list: 

 2 (Two) biography paragraphs (step 8 and step 10) (One Slide Each, include images of the artist if possible) 

 4 (Four) Images, Credit Lines, and Critiques for the artist’s original artwork (One slide each) 

 1 (One) Image of the tutorial with a brief explanation of the Photoshop Process. 

 4 (Four) Photoshop samples in the style of your chosen artist with a blurb/quote from a group member 

on each. 

 CONCLUSION: AS A GROUP ANSWER THE QUESTIONS: 

o How did your artist change or influence art history?  What do you think art would have been 

like had he never existed? What are you overall opinions of your artist and why? 

 Include a bibliography citing all of your sources used in MLA Style. 

 

Share the presentation with jlevin@locke1.com 

 

Wordpress Checklist (Individual) 

H# - Critique – Chosen Art, Credit Line, Paragraph of Critique 

H# - Tutorial – Tutorial Artwork, Reflection on Process, Interpretation Artwork

mailto:jlevin@locke1.com


Rubric Coming Soon - Group 

Category Awesome  Okay Attempted Missing 

Participation and 

Work Ethic as Part 

of the Group  

(20 pts) – 

Individual Score 

All of your Wordpress 

posts were completed at 

high levels of quality 

and you worked 

diligently every day to 

support and lead your 

group. 

Most of your Wordpress 

posts were completed 

and on time and you 

worked diligently most 

days to support and lead 

your group. 

Some of your 

Wordpress posts were 

completed on time and 

you worked diligently 

some days to support 

and lead your group. 

Did you do 

anything? 

Biography Contains 2 paragraphs 

addressing the key 

points as well as 

additional information 

that is interesting to the 

audience 

Contains 2 paragraphs 

addressing only the key 

points. 

Contains paragraphs 

addressing some of the 

key points. 

Where are the 

biographical 

paragraphs? 

Tutorial/ 

Interpretation 

Tutorial work 

demonstrates 

understanding of the skills 

and processes.  

 

Interpretation offers an 

interesting new 

approach that builds off 

the artist’s original 

ideas. 

Tutorials were followed 

with only minor errors.  

Partial understanding of 

skills is demonstrated. 

 

Interpretations show 

some incorporation of 

new ideas with existing 

artist ideas. 

Tutorials were followed 

with only many errors.   

 

 

 

Interpretations show 

minimal incorporation 

of new ideas with 

existing artist ideas. 

Did you complete 

the tutorial? 

 

 

 

Did you recreate 

the tutorial using 

your own ideas? 

Presentation 

(document) 

Contains all of the 

elements from the check 

list at high levels of 

quality and attention to 

details (Quality and 

Accuracy) 

Contains some of the 

elements from the check 

list at acceptable levels 

of quality and attention 

to details (Quality and 

Accuracy) 

May contain most the 

elements, but is 

organized in a rushed or 

improper manner. 

Where is the 

presentation? 

Presentation 

(ScreenCast) 

(What makes an 

Awesome, Okay, 

Attempted 

presentation?) 

   Where is the 

presentation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Check List 

Four different works of art by your chosen artist 

(with Credit Line)  

You have completed a critique 

Includes a brief bio of your artist 

- Born, Death 

- Where are they from 

- What type of art did they create 

- Medium they worked in 

- Famous works 

- Interesting facts 

You have completed ON TIME 

 

 You have all the required information. 10 points 

You have completed a description of one of the 

artworks in complete sentences. (2d)  5 points 

Your poster is neat and legible 5 points 

You have completed an analysis of one of the 

artworks and in complete sentences. (2d) 5 points 

You each have completed an evaluation of the 

project  10 points 

Purpose of Art: Determine the purpose of art for 

each of the artworks you chose (Remember this is 

an interpretation) 

 

Presentation – Your presentation is polished, 

shared with jlevin@locke1.com and published as a 

screencast including audio to the Youtube Channel 

You have embedded your youtube video as a post 

onto your wordpress and included your project 

reflection. 

 

 

mailto:jlevin@locke1.com


Team Name_____________________________________________ 

 

Read through Steps 1-3 on the back then complete this table 

 

Members and Jobs 

Job Name (First And Last) Per. Email 

Secretary    

Group Leader    

Professor    

Chief Aesthetics 

Designer 
   

 

Step 4: Discuss and choose an artist/movement to research.  (Mark an X in the appropriate 

column for your Top 3 Choices) 

# Artist/Movement – Tutorials Linked Where Possible Top 

Choice 

Second 

Choice 

Third 

Choice 

1 Shepard Ferry – Street Art    

2 Francis Bacon – Expressionism    

3 Bridget Riley – Op Art    

4 Henri Matisse – Fauvism    

5 Georges Seurat – Neo-Impressionism    

6 Pablo Picasso - Cubism    

7 Salvadore Dali – Surrealism    

8 Other: Suggest to Mr. Levin 

___________________________________ 

   

Preview of Tutorial Projects and Predicted level of difficulty (Level of Challenge - $$$$) 

1 $$$$ 2 $ 3 $$$ 
4  $$$ 

5 $$ 6 $$ 

7 $$$ 

http://www.webdesign.org/photoshop/photo-editing/free-manipulation-style.15172.html
http://www.scribd.com/doc/2835172/Lesson-2-Photoshop-presentation-liquefy
http://www.computerarts.co.uk/tutorials/instant-op-art
http://ronroman.com/teachingportfolio/uncategorized/photoshop-henri-matisse-effect-tutorial-2/
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/41944135/H_Seurat.PNG
http://www.photoshopsupport.com/tutorials/or/cubism.html
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/41944135/Caplin/Tutorial%20artwork/Chapter%207/7_10_Dali%20Tutorial%20Low%20Res%20copy.pdf


 

Step 1 Form a group of four and determine who in your group will serve each position. 

Secretary: The Secretary will be in charge of coordinating all group papers, research 

material, sketches, and the project outline.  The Secretary will have to be a student who 

is reliable, on time, and does not miss class often.  The Secretary should be comfortable 

with Google Drive because they may need to help support their team. 

 

Group Leader: The Group Leader is in charge of making sure all group members are 

working on their specific tasks and not wasting time. A Group Leader should be 

someone who gets along with all other group members and can solve any group 

conflicts that might happen.  The Group Leader will be the main person that represents 

the group when asking questions of the teacher. 

 

Professor: The Professor is the head researcher for the group. You are to make sure 

all students are doing their own research, and to make sure that group members are 

answering each of the research questions.   

 

Chief Aesthetics Designer: The Chief Aesthetics Designer (CAD) is in charge of the 

finished presentation design and artwork presentation.  Since aesthetics means taste, the 

Chief Aesthetics Designer will make sure the final presentation is created and assembled 

with appropriate colors, a good layout, easy readability and interesting design.  The CAD 

must make sure each their presentation is informational, interesting, and neat. 

Step 2 Discuss with your group members who wants to do which job. 

 If everyone wants to do different jobs, great! Move on to step 3. 

 If there are two or more people who want to do the same job: 

5. Have each person interested in the job share reasons why they think they 

would be the best at that job. 

6. Be respectful and let each group members share their reasons. 

7. Discuss the job and try to decide who should do the job. 

8. If the group still cannot come to an agreement, vote on each candidate, and 

the group member with the most votes takes that job. 

Step 3 Have the Secretary write down on a the back of this paper the name of each group 

member and their period and email in the appropriate box. 

Example:  Secretary  Mick Martin   p.6    mmartin3495@gmail.com 

Step 4 Each group will discuss and choose an artist/movement to research. 

The Group Leader will lead the discussion and allow all group members to share which 

artist they would like to research and why.  Keep in mind that a part of this project will 

be to create an art sample in the style of your chosen artist. Once every group member 

has had an opportunity to share their opinions, the Group Leader will call for a vote. 

Each group member votes on one artist; the artist with the most votes will be that 

group’s choice.  Have a second choice ready in case too many groups have the same first 

choice. 

 

 


